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Homework Policy for Parents

[bookmark: _GoBack]At Denham Village School, we continually review our practices to ensure your children receive the most effective education possible. Following extensive reviews of educational research, we are adapting our approach to home learning.
Our revised strategy aligns with the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) Homework Evidence Synthesis, which states that "overall, homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in learning." The broader evidence reveals that traditional, generic primary school assignments do not systematically raise academic performance.
Guided by the EEF research parameters, our home learning model focuses on high-impact, targeted retrieval to achieve three clear aims:
· Targeted Practice: Allow children to practice vital skills and behaviours where sufficient time cannot be dedicated to them within the standard school day.
· Parental Engagement: Meaningfully involve parents in their child's direct learning journey to foster a strong home-school partnership.
· Impactful Teacher Workload: Create a highly manageable workload for our teachers, ensuring their evaluation efforts add maximum value to your child's outcomes.

Our streamlined home learning policy now centres on embedding core skills through three distinct components:
Daily Reading Expectations
Reading remains the foundation of all learning.
· Daily Practice: Every child must read at home for 10 to 15 minutes each day.
· Recording: Parents must record this reading in the school planner daily.
· Accountability: Teachers will check records regularly.
· Consequences: Missing entries will result in school-based consequences for the child.
· Exceptions: We understand that uncontrollable family events happen. Please contact your child's teacher directly if an emergency prevents reading.
·  Mathematics Skills Mastery
To support our maths mastery curriculum, children need rapid recall of core facts. Short, daily rehearsals are proven to build long-term memory.
· Method: Focused practice is required for 5 to 10 minutes every day.
· Key Stage 1: Children must use the Numbots platform daily.
· Key Stage 2: Children must use Sumdog daily to practice skills like times tables. As well as a section of their Tough Ten sheet.
· Monitoring: Teachers will monitor online platform usage and accuracy weekly. 
By aligning our policy with current research, we aim to eliminate unnecessary household stress while ensuring your child secures the vital learning building blocks they need. 
Thank you for your continued partnership and support.
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