[image: ]

Home Learning Policy
Last Updated: July 2026
Update Required: July 2028
1. Policy rationale and Research Framework
At Denham Village School, we continually review our academic practices to ensure our pupils receive the most effective education possible. This policy has been prepared with direct regard to rigorous educational research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF).
The EEF Teaching and Learning Toolkit synthesis on homework explicitly states:
‘Overall, homework in primary schools does not appear to lead to large increases in learning.’
Large-scale UK studies tracked by the EEF reveal that lengthy, generic primary school assignments do not systematically raise academic outcomes. Crucially, the research underscores that home learning is only truly effective when it is short, highly focused, and strictly linked to building daily fluency in core skills. Guided by this evidence, Denham Village School has shifted away from traditional homework tasks. We move forward with a streamlined model focused on embedding essential skills through high-impact, bite-sized daily retrieval.
2. Core Aims
Our home learning model focuses on targeted practice to achieve three clear aims:
· Skill Retention: To allow children to practice vital skills and behaviours where sufficient time cannot be dedicated to them within the standard school day.
· Parental Partnership: To meaningfully involve parents and carers in the direct learning process of their children, fostering a strong home-school link.
· Workload Management: To create a manageable workload for teachers, ensuring that their tracking and evaluation efforts add maximum value to pupil outcomes.

3. Policy Content and Key Expectations
Our home learning curriculum centres strictly on three core areas: daily reading, rote learning of common exception words, and mathematical retrieval practice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.1 Daily Reading
Reading remains the foundational block for all academic success and vocabulary acquisition.
· Time Commitment: Every child must spend 10 to 15 minutes reading and discussing their home reading book each day.
· Logistics: Home reading books are sent home every day and changed at regular intervals.
· Recording: Reading must be accompanied by a physical reading log (Reception to Year 6). This log must be annotated and signed by the listening adult daily. 
3.3 Mathematical Retrieval Practice
To support our mathematics curriculum, children require rapid, instant recall of core number facts and multiplication tables. Short, daily retrieval rehearsals are proven to convert these facts into long-term memory.
· Time Commitment: Focused digital retrieval practice is required for 5 to 10 minutes every day.
· Platform Provision (Year 1 and Above): All pupils from Year 1 upwards will be issued dedicated personal login details for our targeted online learning platforms:
· Key Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2): Pupils must use the Numbots platform daily to build number confidence and addition/subtraction fluency.
· Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6): Pupils must use Sumdog daily to practice essential multiplication, division, and arithmetic retrieval skills. Children will also have a weekly Tough Ten sheet that must be completed daily and returned to school.


4. Monitoring, Accountability, and Compliance
4.1 School Tracking Procedures
· Reading Logs: Classroom teachers will check reading records on a regular, systematic basis to ensure compliance.
· Maths Platforms: Teachers will review digital analytics weekly to monitor platform retrieval usage, student accuracy, and progression metrics.
4.2 Accountability and Consequences
Because home learning is streamlined to focus only on essential retrieval skills, full compliance is required for all pupils.
To ensure expectations are met fairly and consistently, a staged consequence system is in place:
· Stage 1 (First Instance): The pupil receives a verbal reminder from the class teacher, and a reminder note is placed in the reading log for parents.
· Stage 2 (Repeated Non-Compliance): The pupil will attend a supervised break time or lunchtime reflection session (10–15 minutes). During this time, they will complete their required reading or digital maths retrieval practice with a member of staff.
· Stage 3 (Persistent Non-Compliance): If home learning is missed three or more times in a single term, the school will invite parents/carers to a formal meeting to discuss support strategies.
4.3 Mitigating Circumstances
The school actively recognizes that uncontrollable family emergencies and events occur. In such instances, parents or carers must contact the child’s classroom teacher directly via standard school communication channels (or via a brief note in the log) to notify them. This will bypass the standard consequence system for that day.
5. Policy Review
This policy is reviewed annually by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) and Governing Body to ensure alignment with current educational research and school performance metrics.
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